Week 3

Passion for the Presence of the Lord

Then his disciples remembered this prophecy from the Scriptures: “Passion for
God'’s house burns within me.”
John 2:17 (NLT)
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Prayer Focus: When Jesus walked through the Temple, He became incensed with the
consumerism that had replaced the purity of the Lord’s holy dwelling place. Marketing of goods
and services had overtaken the sincerity of sacrifice. In a rage of passion for the holiness of His
Father, Jesus cleared out the Temple with a vengeance that offended the Jewish leaders. As the
disciples witnessed this, they recalled the prophetic declaration of Psalm 69:9 about how passion
for God’s house would burn within Jesus. The Church today may again be filled with this same
consumer mentality. It is possible for believers to do many good things in the name of the Lord,
but lack the passion and hunger for the true presence of the Lord Jesus Christ in their midst. Does
passion for the Lord burn within your heart? Are you grieved by anything that might point
toward man rather than the holy presence of the living Jesus? If revival is to come to our churches
today, it must be preceded by a burning desire for nothing less than the manifest presence of
Christ.

Day 1: Praise Jesus for His passion for His Church.

Day 2: Confess to the Lord those times that your passion for the Lord Jesus has waned in the
midst of distractions.

Day 3: Repent of ways you have allowed a consumer mentality to overtake the truth of what the
Church should be in contrast to the world.

Day 4: Invite the Lord Jesus to fill your heart with a passion and zeal for His presence alone.

Day 5: Pray for such a powerful revival of the Church that all of the programs and consumer
activities will fade in comparison to the beauty of the Lord Himself.

Day 6: Pray that pastors will seek only the presence of Christ as they lead your church to know
Jesus more intimately.

Day 7: Invite the Lord to graciously cleanse your church in such a way that your community will
take notice of its purity.

Taken from the book “Come, Lord Jesus: transformation prayer guide”
Published by Prayer Transformation Ministry, Minneapolis
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Transformation: Jesus in our midst

O ur God is on the move today! The power of God in transformation is being felt in hundreds

of communities around the world. The frequency and intensity of this movement of
transformation continues to increase in those communities where the conditions of 2 Chronicles
7:14 are being sought after and met:

“...if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn
from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

This growing desire for transformation is being echoed in churches— and among intercessors,
leaders, and ordinary people who long for God to make a difference in their communities. The
tendency, however, is to allow the desire to be overtaken by the drive to “make something
happen.” This subtle shift can result in lowering the standard of true transformation to match our
human-set standards. If we lower the standard to an achievable level, we can then substitute
programs for God’s power. We mistakenly believe that our best ministry efforts will usher in
transformation. This misses the most critical truth of transformation: that Jesus must be fully in our
midst.

The Presence of Jesus

In communities where true transformation is happening, the common denominator is that
believers become desperate for the manifest presence of Jesus Christ. They are willing to give up
everything to seek Jesus with longing hearts. Only Jesus can truly restore broken families, heal the
hurting and abused, and bring peace and safety to their communities. The presence of Christ
changes everything!

How do we come to such a place of desperation? Only the Holy Spirit of God can birth and fan
into flame that kind of passion and longing. Through the Holy Spirit we discover the truth of Jesus
Christ Himself. As you pray through this prayer guide, may you fall more deeply in love with the
Lord Jesus Christ. May you long for Him with a greater fervency and desire than you have ever
known. As you invite His presence through a repentant heart and a contrite spirit, you are
welcoming Him into your church and community as well.

True revival and transformation will go beyond heart change into societal and community change.
It will be a complete awakening to the Lordship of Jesus Christ and a celebration of His authority
and life-giving power. When He comes in His manifest presence into your community, everyone
will know that Jesus is in your midst!
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Transformation: Jesus in Our Midst

A s we pray about transformation; we need a common definition of what a truly transformed
community might look like:

A transformed community is:

e A neighborhood, city, or nation whose values and institutions have been overrun by the
grace and presence of God.

e A place where divine fire has not merely been summoned, but has fallen.

e A society in which natural change has been disrupted by invasive supernatural power.

e A culture that has been impacted comprehensively and undeniably by the Kingdom of
God.

e A location where Kingdom values are celebrated publicly and passed on to future
generations.

Community transformation is indicated when:

e Dolitical leaders publicly acknowledge their sin and dependence on God.
(2 Kings 11:17-18; 23:1-3; Jonah 3:6-9).

e New laws, curricula, and business practices are put into effect (2 Chronicles 19:4-10;
Nehemiah 10:31).

e The natural environment is restored to its original life-nurturing state (Leviticus 26:4-5;
2 Chronicles 7:14; Ezekiel 34:27-31).

e Economic conditions improve and lead to a discernible lessening of poverty.
(2 Chronicles 17:3-5; Psalm 144:13-14; Isaiah 60:5-7; Amos 9:13).

e There is a marked change in social entertainment and vices as Kingdom values are
integrated into the rhythm of daily life (Ezra 10:1-4; Nehemiah 8:10, 16-17;
Acts 19:17-20).

e Crime and corruption diminish throughout the community

e (2 Kings 12:13-15; Nehemiah 5:6-12; Isaiah 60:17-18).

e Volunteerism increases as Christians recognize their responsibility to heal and undergird
the community (Isaiah 58:10-12; 61:1-4).

e Restored hope and joy leads to a decline in divorce, bankruptcy, and suicide (Nehemiah
12:27-28, 43; Isaiah 54:11-14; 61:3-7; Jeremiah 30:17-19; 31:11-13;
Hosea 2:15).

e The spiritual nature of the growing socio-political renewal becomes a hot topic in secular
media (2 Chronicles 20:29; Nehemiah 6:16; Isaiah 55:5; Ezekiel 36:36;
Acts 19:17).

¢ Overwhelmed by the goodness of God, grateful Christians take the embers of revival into
surrounding communities and nations (2  Chronicles 17:9; Isaiah 61:6;
Acts 11:20-26).

(Source: The Sentinel Group)
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About Prayer Transformation Ministries

This prayer guide is written and published by Prayer Transformation Ministries, a ministry
located in Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN. Since 1993, Prayer Transformation Ministries (PTM) has
worked with the prayer movement in the Twin Cities, the state of Minnesota, and the nation.

Prayer Transformation Ministries provides Christ-centered awareness, training, and equipping for
personal and societal transformation.
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Carol writes and speaks on a variety of prayer topics, including the hope for revival and
transformation. Her heart is to encourage believers to contend in prayer for their communities.
She is a member of the National Prayer Committee.

Prayer Transformation Ministries serves by:

. Teaching/writing on principles of revival and transformation.
. Encouraging local churches to develop “cultures of prayer.”
. Publishing prayer guides devoted to united prayer.

o Networking intercessors and prayer movements.

o Giving leadership to citywide catalytic prayer events.

o Producing Call to Prayer radio spots.

. Encouraging a children’s prayer movement.

. Training and networking local church prayer leaders.

Website: www.prayertransformation.com



