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Abide in God’s Word.

When Jesus was tempted in the desert (Matthew 4), 
He turned to Scripture. Sometimes God’s Word is our 
only solution, our only rest, our only response. May we 
encourage one another to abide in the Word of God and 
find our strength within. May we also find creative ways 
to share its hope and truth with others.

Pause 
for prayer.

In Matthew 14:22-27, after miraculously feeding 
thousands, Jesus sent His disciples ahead so He could 
spend time alone with His Father. From this time of 
prayer, He saw that the disciples were caught in a raging 
storm and met them on the water. We are often busy with 
good things, but now is an opportunity to pause, pray, 
and focus on what’s most important.

The COVID-19 pandemic is a time of much fear: 
fear of hunger, loneliness, lockdowns, poverty, even death.

It’s also a time of loss. Weddings are canceled. Graduations 
are missed. Church buildings are empty on Sunday 
mornings, and many businesses are closed.

At HOPE International, we’ve been asking the question:

Amid this fear and 
uncertainty,

how do we bear 
witness to Christ 
and His Kingdom?
Thankfully, we can look to the example of Jesus to see 
how He reacted in the face of doubt, loss, and hardship.
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Look beyond ourselves.

While hanging on the cross, amid His own agonizing 
suffering, Jesus looked down, saw His mother, and cared 
for her needs by designating John as her son (John 19:25-
27). Each of us experiences these challenges differently, 
but let’s keep our eyes open for ways we can reflect the 
love of Jesus to others.

Care for physical needs.

In John 21:5, Jesus met the disciples at the edge of the 
sea. They’d spent the entire night fishing but caught 
nothing. Jesus saw that they were hungry and tired and 
provided miraculously. How can we follow His example 
to help others meet their basic needs?

Encourage one another.

After His resurrection, Jesus repeatedly encouraged 
followers in their moment of hopelessness. He met them 
where they were, in their isolation and despair, to provide 
hope and peace (see John 20:11-22, Luke 24:13-34).

Show humility & grace.
In John 13, in the critical context of His Last Supper, 
Jesus washed everyone’s feet. Even Peter, who would deny 
Him. Even Judas, who would betray Him. Their feet were 
dirty, and He washed them. A tangible example for us in 
this season: Our church partners are distributing food to 
all who are in need, not only their members. You know 
when you’re watching a live soccer match? You’re afraid 
because anything could happen to your team. But after 
you’ve won 1-0, when you’re re-watching highlights, you 
don’t have that fear—you may even smile because you 
know your team won.

It’s the same for us now, despite the uncertainty brought 
by the coronavirus pandemic. We know the outcome. 
Jesus is not overwhelmed; He is not surprised—He has 
already won.

So, as we continue to bear witness to the Kingdom in this 
season, may our eyes remain fixed on Jesus, the King. He 
is our hope, our peace, and our victory.

Each month, we send out a list of 
prayer requests from around the world 
to a group of dedicated supporters 
who partner with us through faithful 
prayer. Will you join us? 


